Ramachandran’s tenure ended |
on October 3] and Angish |

Ralan ook aver an Novernber
), Tha error ls regreted |

test, amd announced [0 stagea
tadl blocknde protest at Manda-
bam railway station and a hun-
ger strike

[pon & request from the dis-

falks With the 1sland naan
amd retrieve the hundeeds of
haats that sere seized by the SL
Navy over the years,” the fish-
ermen dematided

v e © B A Sy MESTe TV
Selvaperihagsl 4nd cadres extended support and signed. Talking 1o
reporters, Udhayanidhi said eght Lakh pirysical signatures and three
Lakh degital signatunes have been collected 5o far “We will ala seek
signatures frem lzaders repeesenting all alliante partners” he added

syppae of AILDKMK coungillors protesting. Palaniswamisaid He
iplarmed the palice for detalning ALAOME representalives Insieadal
taking action against (WK councillors respanuible for the attack He
alsa warned oY 8 peoiest | the police Talled to act in this matter.

" IT°S TIME PROCEDURES AT FAMILY COURTS ARE SIMPLIFIED

HIEHIIII.III! MOHANDDSS

LMOST a decade ugo,
whon | entered the legal
fraternity as a fresh
gradunte, the striking
differences between legal pro-
. s in twa Jdentical matrd:
miitiial disputes raised by two
similaniy placed women ellents,
one belonging o Chengalpativu
and the ather belonglng 1oa
nelghbouring iniuk, before the
fmily court and the sub-court
respectively both housed in the
Chengalpattu Integrated Cowurt
Complex catght my curiesity.
‘The family caurt was flooded
with lugants and when they
were absen! clting prossing
rensona, cades got adjo
resulting in protractonof pro-
eoedings even In the presence
of thelr sdvocates. On tho other
hand, tho sulrcourt was rela-

tively calmer as litgants came
anly when they were required
for trinl/ medlation and there
wore mostly exchonge of fac-
tual and legal submissions
from advoecates and matters
were disposed more
expeditiously

Similady, whenever the fam.
Iy eourt client visited the
court, she hroke down emotion-
ally based on what was spo-
ken, seen and heard,
while that was not the
case with the other
client.

When | entervd the
rulls of Bar Counell In
2114, there were d fum-
iy courts at Chennal
erowded with [t
gints same car
rying tod
dlors, A few
years @4go,

five other courts were added to
deal with matrimonial dis
putes, nothing much has
changed
When the Family Courts Act,
1984 was enacted, exclusive
courts were established in cit-
Ies housing more than a mik-
lion population to expedite dis-
putes und doing away with
strict rules of evidence. Itde-
elared that no party shall been:
titled as 0 matter of right to
be represented by a legal
practitioner in family
courts 1o prevent interfer-
ence of procedural techni:
callebes and third:party in-
fluence in disputes,
Almont four decades lat
ar, |1 18 Bime tooine
trospect ([ fam.
Ly eonirts have
achieved
their pur

pose Today, litigants ralsing

defending matrimenial dis-
puates must do the same in their
tarmes Apart from esential e
quirements like attending
counstlling mediation, adduc:
ing evidence In trinl ete, Lt
gants must be present oven (o
cure defects that are identifled
in thelr peritions by the regls
try, to apply for/ recelve coertt
ead cospries of dociments, pload
Ings and arder coples The

Littgants are o polled todo all
these as proxies standing next
ta their advocates by paying
them e

Tt dom il mske sense 1o sub-
Jet Litigants to any further sul-
fering by reguiring them fo be
PFEsEn even 1o receive coples
and cure defects exposing them
{0 court spenes, Wggering emoe-
t1ons elc., eVen
while enig2EINR
advocates. At all

mal with requisite enclosiares
and court fee, 1he petition
wosid il fat] seruting mt thie regis-
try and caniot even be rectiled
by an avernge LHgant without
assistance After all, can all
comimon men examine and
cTo5s eXAmine witnesses (na
fuskl Nediged trial?
Though hiignnis are nod ¢ne
titled as o
matier of

FOOTHOTE ]rluht in be

represenled

stages of 1he pro
cevdings in which
thetr presence is ool facthtat-
{ng setthement of dispuies, il
gants anly pay a helty price in
terms of their mental peace

In thee alter native, are the
ganis empowered o hamdle
matrimonial disputes witheuo
any assistanes from ndvocates?
If & divorce petithon docs not
conform 10 the prescribed for-

by a legal
practilionen they must neces-
sarily follow strict rules of
pleadings and paper work by
prying such practitioners, Why
shiould the 1tignmis ba subject.
! o mental trawma by walng
Thei pevisin Benr Tacts leading
1o e disputes repeatedly on
every hearing dofe even when
(hal presenco ks oot reguloed?

Why should they forego thelr
work and spend hours in the
cour an evary Uny of hearing
while also poying hefty foe 1o
advocates? Unless offoris are
taken losimplily processes, e
of litigania [rom urban conlres
will remain more miserahle
than those from towns that do
nnt hove family couris as advoe
enles represent them ln eivll
courts in their absenre unliss
they are required far counsel-
ling or medistion and finish
thelr cases off with relativeex-
pedience If the dispules arenot
seited amicably

Foemnote (s weekly column
hot discrisses Lssres nofuflng (o
Trrnll Mudu
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